No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored, transmitted or disseminated, in any form, or by any means, without prior written permission from the publisher, to whom all requests to reproduce copyright material should be directed in writing.
This authorization does not extend to any other kind of copying, by any means, in any form, and for any purpose other than private research use. 
Introduction
Xyela is the most diverse group of extant Xyelidae comprising 48 species worldwide including eight described here from Eurasia (Smith 1978 , Taeger et al. 2010 . Xyela primarily occurs in the Holarctic, and like its host plants, pine species (Pinus spec., Pinaceae), it extends southwards into the northern parts of the Neotropical and of the Oriental regions (Fig. 1) . Seven exclusively fossil Xyela species, and also X. graeca and X. julii, were reported from Oligocene deposits of Germany and the USA (Rasnitsyn 1995) . A number of additional species still remain undescribed, particularly from the Nearctic where the largest radiation of pines has occurred (Mirov 1961 , Richardson 1998 ).
